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| Isaran 14. Part of the 2oth and 21ſt Verſes. 
Becauſe thou haſt deſtroyed thy Land, and ſlain thy People : 

= the Seed of Evil Doers ſhall never be Renowned. | 
Prepare Slaughter for his Children for the Iniquity of their 
” Fathers; that they do not Riſe nor Poſſeſs the Land. 


H E Politicks of the Wiſcſt of Men are very often miſta- 
ken; the Politicks of Heaven are like their Author, they 
mie Wiſe, Perfect, and UnchangeablOeee. 
: That we may apply this Obſervation the better, we muſt re- 

member that we are Commanded, by Lawtul Authority, to Hum- 
ble ourſelves this Day before God, for the Barbarous and Unna- 
tural Murder of one of the beſt of Men and Kings, our late Mar- 
= tyr'd Sovereign, Charles the Firſt of Glorious Memory; and for 
the Ruin of three great Nations, once invidiouſly Happy under 
his gentle Government; a Crime committed by our Fathers indeed, 
3 but the Diſmal Effects of which, We their Sons at this Day feel. 
Io the Murder of our then Excellent Sovereign, and to our 
con Ruin we were all Acceſſaries, by the Enormity of our Lives, 
by our prodigious Ingratitulle, by our Diſcontents, our Shameful 


and Urirealonable Fears and Jealouſies where no Fear was, where 
Ewe enjoy'd our Religion in its Apoſtolical Purity, our Laws with 
Huſt Z:berty, and our Eſtates and Fortunes with an Inviolable Security. 
But there were ſome who (in thole Days) were more im- 
mediately concerned in railing Rebellion againſt their Sovereign, 
and in Murdering him, with all the ugly Circumſtances of Impu- 
dence aud Cruelty ; who committed innumerable Murders upon 
heir Chriſtian Brethren and Fellow-SubſRs, who Overturned all 
ws, Managed all things N Uk and by the Sword, e 
| „ | A 


redulity, our Paſſive Slavery to Rampant Villains, and our Senſcleſs 
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1 
all Mens Eſtates at their own Pleaſure, Confounded all Revealed 
Religion, Trampled upon all Morality, Ran out into all the Extra- 
vagancies of Hereſy, Atheiſm, Sacrilege, and Hypocriſy 3 who knew 


Impiety or Inhumanity.” © 5 | 5 | 
The Actions of theſe Men ran Parallel to thoſe of the Kings of 


Cremwell; they were Terrible to all the Neighbouring 
Succeſsful in almoſt all their Attempts againſt them; and they 
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A Sermon Preached on 
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no End of their own Wickedneſs, nor had any Senſe of their own 


3 — 


Babylon, of whom the Prophet gives us an Account in this Chapter, 


and on whom he pronounces a very well deſerved Sentence in the 


procegent ere HE; 3 
We find the King of Babylon deſcribed by his Pride; Thou haſt 
faid in thine Heart, I will a,cend into Heaven, I will exalt my Throne 


above the Stars of God, I will fit apon the Mount of the Congregation, 
in the Sides of the North; I will aſcend above the heights ef the Clouds, 


1 will be like the meſt High, ver. 13, 14+ 7. e. I will go againſt Je- 


ruſalem, the Holy City, I'll take poſſeſſion of their Temple on 


Mount Sion, on the North ſide of which it ſtands: I my ſelf will 


be Worſhipp'd there as God, and I'll Govern my Jewiſh Slaves as 


Abſolutely, as thev fay their own God uſed to do: In this Pride 


be was more thin equalled by our Engliſh Rebels, who deſtroyed 
the Church of God among us, ſeized on all thoſe Sacred Houles 
in which our God was wont to be Worſhipp'd. : that Petty Mock- 
Parliament, and he who kick'd them out, both ſet themſelves above 
all that was Great and Sacred in theſe Nations, and in ſpite of 
Heaven would be Superior to their Lawful Prince and Sovereign, 


the Lord's Anointed. 


The Conſequence of the Ambitious Reſolution of the King of 


Babylen, was, He was the Man who made the Earth to tremble, and 

who ſhook the Nations; he mad: the World as @ Wilderneſs, and de- 

ſtreyed the City thereof, and opened not the houſe ＋ bis Priſoners,. ver. 

15, 17. Such too was that Rump Parliament, and their l anter 
a 


made Eng land, Scctiand, and Ireland, nothing but Heaps of Ruins 
and continuous Deſolations. „„ | | 
The Fate of Cruel Babylen, and He h: 
Hel, fays the Prophet, # moved fer thee to ineet thee at thy Coming : 
X firrreth up the Dead for thee, ver. gs 1 
The Sentence denounced. againſt the King of Balylen, is, Thou 
Halt be breaght down to Hell, to the ſide of the Pit, ver. 15. Thou art 
ent out of th: Grave, like an abeminable Branch, and as the Garment 
of theſe who are ain, thruſt thraugh with a Sword, who go down into 
the Stones of the Pit, as a Carcaſe troddea under j:ot, ver. 19. I will 
+ 22 thee, ſaith the Lord of Hiſts, and cut off from Babylon 
the Name, and the Remnant, the Sim and the Nephew, ſaith the Lerd, 


ver. 22. The Caſe of our Arch Rebe]! and his Godle/s Accomplices 


was the ſame; according to their Deſerts, they were caſt out of 
their Greves, they were Burigd among their Fellow Rebels, or 


tions, 


r Monarch, is ſevere enough: 


. . 
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die Thintieth of January, 2907-8, 3 
had their Quarters juſtly expoſed on the Gates of our Cities, 


and in other publick Places, with all the Circumſtances ſuitable 
co barbarous Villainy, and deſery'd Infamy. „ 


The Conſequence of the Execution of God's Sentence againſt 
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the Babylonian, was the Joy of all the Neighbouring Nations at 
his Downfal : Judab ſhould then ſay, How 7s the Oppreſſw ceas d, 
the Lord hath broken the Staff of the Wicked, and the Scepter of the 
Relers ; he who ſmote the People in Wrath, with a continual Stroke, 
be who ruled the Nations in Anger, is perſecuted, and none hiu- 
deretb; the Kings of the Earth are at reſt ant in quiet; they 
break forth into Singing; bow art thou fallen from Heaven, O Lu- 
eifer, Son of the Morning ? how art thou caſt dewa to the Ground, 

who didſt weaken the Nations? What Joy the Fall of our wicked 
Uſurpers and Patricides brought to theſe Nations was ſuffici- 


ently demonſtrated, by the wonderful Ræſtauratien of the R:yal 


Family without Blood; and what Peace followed, appeared by 
the happy Reſtauration of our Religion and our Laws ; by the Eaſe 
which all our Neighbours immediately injoyed, and by our own 
1 x - we hag „% 
s for God's political Determination againſt Babylon in this 
Caſe, it's laid down in the Words of the Text, as tbeſe who 
kzve deſtroyed their own Land, and have ſlain their own People, 


3 1 ſhall have an Ionominious Funeral; fo their Seed ſball never be re- 


nowned, their Children fhall be deſtroyed for the Iniquity of their 
Fathers; and by this Means, th fhall never riſe nor poſſeſs the 

any more. The Politick InſtruF:on here intended for our 
Uſe, is, That thoſe who defiled their Hands in the Blood of 
© their Tawfal Sovereign, who crucly defolated theſe Three? Na- 


* tions, who Murdered fo many Thouſands of their Brethren, 


© ought not to be remembred by any but with Execration 3 
their Poſterity ought at leaſt to be kept under for the Sins of 
e their Fathers, En, all juſt and lawful Means ought to be made 
* Uſe of, that they may never recover any Power, nor be able 
to uſurp the Government of theſe Nations any niore?, From 
which Political Inſtruction, we may profitably learn N 
I. The Barbarous Cruelty of our late Jurpers and Rebels. 
II. The Juftice as looking upon their Children as Infamous, 
and making them ſuffer for the Iniquities of their Fathers, © 
III. The lawful End and Deſign of executing ſuch Juſtice upon 
the Polterity of Rebels and Viurpers. ou one: 
I, We ought to recolle& and reflect on the unnatural Cruelty 
and Wickedneſs of our late Rebels and Ujurpers, as God does with 
Regard to the Cruelty and Uſurpation of the King of Babylon, 
viz. that they deſtroyed our Land, and murder'd our People : Theſe 
are the inevitable Conſequences of Rebellion againſt our lawful 


Superiors. When Rebels draw their Swords againſt their Soye- 


Figns, they generally throw away their Scabbards, for the y con- 
1 Le VVV 1 clude 


Nr 


| q A Sermon Preached on 
Wh. clude that they can neyer he ſafe, while their Offended Princes 
= | bave any Power to revenge themſelves, to aſſert their juſt Laws, 

or to protect their Honeſt Faithful Subje#s. Theſe Meaſures . 


were taken by our Rebels, and they compaſſed ours and our So- 
vercign's Ruin, by theſe Means ; 85 
1. By Loud and Unreaſonable Complaints, againſt both their Si- 
ritual and Temporal Superiors, without either Modeſty or Truth, 
It's Solomon's Preſcription, Curſe not the King, or ſpeak, or think 
na Evil of the King, no, not in thine Heart: It was Elihu's 
Queſtion, i it fit to ſay to Kings, ye are Wicked ? or to. Princes, ye 
are Ungodly ? And St. Paul under the Goſpel, Eſtabliſhes that 
Principle, thou ſhalt not ſpeak Evil of the Ruler of. thy People ; and 
St. Peter, and St. Jude make it one part of the Character of Sen- 
ſualiſts, that they ſpeak Evil of Dignities; but far were our Sons 
of Belial from any regard to thele Sacred Leſſons: That Great, 
that Gracious Prince, who had more excellent Goodneſs in his 
Native Temper, who had more Underſtanding, more of true 
Piety and Virtue, more of Care and Tenderneſs for his Subjects, 
than Ten Thouſand ſuch Hy pocritical Wretches could ever eng: 
tertain ip theig Malicious Boſoms: That Prince was perpetually 
b-lied, vilified, affronted and expos d, as far as poſhble, to the 
Contempt and Hatred of his People. Every Word he ſpoke, 
every Action he did, every Condeſcenſion he made, every Fa- 
vour he granted, was only thrown back in his Face, and made 
Uſe of as an Incouragement for them, baſe and ungrateful as they 
were, to abuſe him the more groſsly, to oppoſe him with the 
more Violence, and to perſecute him to Death under the Senſe- 
leſs Characters of a Trayter, Tyrant and Murderer. A Tyrant, 
_ tho? he Governed by Law, while They, who called him fo, tore 
up all our Laws by the very Roat: A Trayter, which implied 

_ downright Contradiction, while eyery Motion they made was 
Treaſon; and a Murderer, tho' he did all that lay in his Power, 
whether as a King, or a Man, to fave the Lives, even of his 
Implazable Rebels, They impudently charged him with Deſigns 
eganſt that Religion, in Defence of which he loſt his Life; while 
they, who charged him fo, deſtroyed the very Shew of Chriſti- 
anity in theſe unhappy Kingdoms. They charged him with an 
Avenſon to Peace, which he made all the Steps poſſible towards its 
and they never made one ; and they charged him with Weakneſs 
in his Intellectuals, while he alone, and by himſelf, was able to 
_ baffle all theirs, and their Commiſſioner's Arguments, when he 
Wi had no Council to aſſiſt, and nothing but God, and his own clear 
= and unſpotted Conſcience to ſtand by him. And thus they dealt 
Vith their Spiritual Fathers too. Scripture obliged them to know 
Wy +» tboſe that were over them, to obey th:m, to ſubmit themſelves to 
: them, becauſe they watched over their Souls, as they who were to give 
en actcgnt, that they might do it with Toy, OE not with Grief 3 


% 


= — 
„ 


4 
** 


* 


te Thintieth of January, 1797-8. 5 


5 
N 
* 
28 
vv 
I 
* 
n 


n 
1 * 
LS 


and our Saviour declares concerning his lawfut Ambaſſadors, Thoſe | 
*avho de piſe you, deſpiſe me, and thiſe wbo deſpiſe me, deſpiſe ny 


Deſpiſers both of Law and Goſpel, Overturn'd that Church Govern- 


wrent by Biſhops, which had been ſettled. throughout the Univerſal 


World had thankiully ſubmitted to, without Interruption for hit- 
1 n hundred Vears together; that Government under Which 
we of this Nation had been firſt converted to Chriſtianity ; under 


which it had been more compleatly Reformed from the Errers of 


Pope ry, and injirutted in the Diſcipline and Principles F the Ap:ſtc- 


Wo . . 3 . — "a 
ical Age, than any of our N-ighbcuring Nations; under which it 
had been the ſtrongeſt Bulwark of the whole R-j:r mation, the 


1 
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Sanctuary open to all, who were Perſecuted fer Rightecuſneſs Sake, 


2 while their Clergy were owned to be the Wonder of the Wrrid by 
the moſt Learned Retormed Divines in Chriſtendom ; yet theie 


© Z Governours, and Paſtors, and this Apaſtolical Government, becauſe 


* 


they were found Inconſiſtent with, and Irreconcileable to Si n, 


7 Hereſy, Atheiſm, Immorality and Rebellien, were perſecuted and 


dieſtroyed by our mad - brain d Atheiſts and Enthuſiaſts ; and that 


Great Good Man Arch-Biſhop Laud, who had more Learning. 


9 more Religion, more Regard to the Glory of God, in himſelf 
lone, than ever appeared in their whole Aſſembly of Divines ; who 


was a more ſteady and underſtanding Enemy to Popery, and all its 


_ *Z Errours, than any or all of them, was impiouſly Sacrificed to their 


Ungodly Rage, in an arbitrary and unexampFd Manner, and in 
> Oppoſition to the whole Conſtitution of the Engliſh Government, 


= Chriſt's mn Offices were charged with Antichriſtianiſm, and the 


ableſt and moſt conſciencious Defenders of the Reformation were re. 


3 of all they had, by Men of no Religion, no Honeſty,no Sincerity. 
2. Another Way by which the Murderers of cur Sovereign 


ville Perjury they were guilty of themſelves, and Engag'd ctbers in, 


> Mock-Parliament, and of the Clergy in tbeir Meck-Syned er Aſſe rebly : 


8 7 | . 


All Engliſo- men are born Subjects to their Lawſul Prince; aud tho? = 


they have never taken any Oath ef Allegiance to him, they are as 


oe much Liable to the Penalty of Death, Baniſhment, Confiſcation of 
Goods, or Impriſcument, in caſe of Plotting or Rebelling againſt him, 


zs if they had been under the Obligation of a Thouſand Solemn 


* Members of both Houſes, who carried it on by Fire and Sword: 


their Entrapce into Parliament, were ty d up by perſonal, ſolemn, 
explicate Oaths, from all thoſe Lawleſs and Impious Practices, 


| | which 


Father who ſent me; but all this notwithſtanding, theſe Impious 


| Y hurch by the Apoitles themſelves ; and which all the Chriſtian 


preſented as Friends to Popery, and under that Cbaracter, robb'd _ 


> brought Guilt upon the Nation, and Ruined us, was, That Hor- 


2 while they pretended to be the Repreſentatives of the People in their 


7 Oaths and Promiles ; but as for the Principal Managers of the 
Great Rebellion, both the Divines who Preached it up, and the 


They, at their Admiſſion into Orders and Livings, and Thy, at 
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King's Majeſty, his Heirs and Succeſſors, to the beſt of their 


”Y 

I! 
4 
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e avainſt the King, to adhere to his Enemies, giving them Aid 


King's Great Seal, or Privy Seal, Oc. and that no other thing, 


what »2rjur'd Monſters muſt theſe appear, who incourag'd and 


_ Hartyr to the Block. They had Sworn to bear Faith and true Alle- 
Reigbt te the Crown; but was true Faith and Allegiance reconcile- 


Subjects to take up Arms againſt their Lawful and their Gracious 


Did they aſſert, or defend the Rights of the Crown, who violently 
tore it, and them, from their Sovereign's Head? who promiſed 


de faithful to their perſecuted Maſter ? Did they endeavour to 
male known all Plots and Confpiracies againſt the King's Royal Per- 


6 A Sermon Preached on = 
which they ingag'd in. Every Clergy-man inſtituted into « Bene- 
fice, every Member allow'd to Sit and Vote in Parliament, did in 


a moſt folemn Manner Swear and Promiſe, They would bear oY 


true Faith and Allegiance to, and that they would defend the 


“Power, againſt all Conſpiracies and Attempts whatſoever, 4 
„ which might be made againſt his or their Perſons, and their 


Royal Crown and Dignity; and that they would uſe all En- 1 


* deavours to reveal to his Majeſty, his Heirs and Succeſſors, 4 > 


a and to diſcover to them all Treaſons and Treaſonable Conſpi- 
| ; 1-22 


© racies againſt him, or any of them, which ſhall ever come to 


< their Knowledge or Hearing: And again, both of them took ” YH 


the Oath of Supremacy in theſe Words: 1 A. B. do utterly Teſti- 
fie in my Conſcience, that the King's Highneſs is the only Su- 
* preęeam Governour of this Realm, and of all other his High- 
< neſs's Realms, Dominions and Countries, as well in all Spiri- 7 
* tual Things and Cauſes, as Temporal”. The Clergy, at their 
ERS Ordination too, took the Oath of Canonical Obedi- 
25. F Edw, ence to their Ordinaries ; and then our Laws make it 
III. Treafon, © To compaſs or imagine the Death of 
1 © the King, the Queen, or the Prince, to levy War 


* or Comiort in this Realm, or Elſewhere; to Counterfeit the t 


< but what is there Specificd, ſhall be judged Treaſon, until it 


„be declared by the King, and his Parliament; according to 
© which Reſolution it was by another Act made Treaſon to deny, 


* the King to be our only Supream Governour”. 


Now. let us but lay theſe Things together impartially, and 
carried on that Deſperate Rebellion, which brought the Royal 


re to the King, his Lawful Heirs and Sages : So they had 
worn to James the I. None ever queſtioned the Martyr's Legal 


able to throwing Dirt in the Face of bis; Sacred Majeſty ? Could 
they be faithful to him, who from the Pulpit Excited his natural 


Sovereign ? Did they obey him according to Law, who made them- 
{elves Guilty of High Treaſen, by Lewying War againſt their King, 
and who acually-::a9:z7d, and effectually compaſyd his Death? 


Heaven and Happꝛneſs to notorious and _vbſtinate Rebels, and who 7 
Belcht out nothing, but Hell and Damnation to all, who dard to 


fon 


—_ 
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en and Authority, who were themſelves in a continual Conſpiracy 
Ne againſt bis Sacred Life and Dignity ? who preached nothing but 
in Word, Blood, Blood, from that place, from which the People were 
ear | uſed to hear nothing, but the pare Word of God betore; and who 
the Fuld never quench their Thirſt of Blood, but with full Draughts - 
Een the innocent Blood of Loyal Nobles, and of Gracious Princes. 
er, "Now, while they Swore Fidelity to their King, but practiſed Trea- 
lr n, Cruelty, and Rebellion, while they Swore to defend him, and yet 
En- ought againſt him, Shot at him, Impriſoned him, Murdered 
rs, him; Was it poſſible for Men to be more deſperately Perjur'd, than 
Pi- fach harden'd Wretches: | „ 


to M Again, both the Clergy and Members of Parliament had Sworn 
ok and Teſtified in their Con ſciences, that the King's Highneſs wc the 


ſti- anly Supreme Governour of this Realm, both in things Lemperal and 
Su- Ppiritual. Now either theſe Men believ'd what they Swore to be 
gh "true, or they did not; if they did not believe it to be true, then 
rl the very Taking of that Oath was Perjury ; if they did believe it to 
Ir pe true, then their acting contrary to that Oath was Perjury, It the 
di- | King was the Supreme Governour of this Realm, how cams the Lords 
e it end Commons to be above him ? If they were not above him, how 
of could they, who ſo often called themſelves % Liyal and Faith mt 
Var Fubjects, ſet themſelves above him, as they did, without bring /a- 


Aid famous Lraytors and Rebels? If the Two Houſes were above the At 


the 1 hen the King was not Supreme, which yet they had ſwern h2 wy. 
ng, Again, the Ring was either Supre me in Spiritual Ihings and Cauſes, 
lit or he was not: if he was not, why did the Two Houſes Addreſs 
to mim fo often to turn their Votes and Bills againſt the Eſtabliſh'd 
eny Titus) and Government of the Church „ England into Ads? That 


was but mocking him, if he had no ſuch Enacting Power. If 


the King was Supreme in e fo then they could do nothing in 
and piritual Cauſes without him, but the very Action weuld make 
vyal them perjur'd Traytors. So when they baniſhed the Zituroy, turned 


=> the Biſhops out of the Houſe of Lords, and impriton'd them, who. 
before the Two Houſes had a being, and afterwards by ſeveral Sta- 


Wy could not be c:-crdivat; with him; and if not co-rydinate with him, 
ſed ME they could never poſſibly be his $p-rz rs; and if they wer? neither 
rho XX Superiors to him, nor squal with him, wheu they took up Arms 
| to 8 azainſt him, as they did, they were all Perjured and Trajt:rs. 


8 A Sermon Preached on 
Further yet, the Clergy, who had Sworn Canonical Obedience to "OT { 
their Lawful Biſocps, could not rail againſt them, belye them, : 
blacken them, perſecute them, ſtrip them of all their Rites, with- ⸗ 
out ſhameful Perjury : Much leſs could they perſecute them to 
Death, who had no Other Fault, but that they were their Lawful, . 
Spiritual, Apeſtolical Governors and Fathers, and be innocent. They Þ i 
could not Overturn that Church, in which they themſelves re- 7 | 
0 

0 

| 


ceived their Call to the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, without Abemina - 
bie Perjury; not to fay, how Diſagreeable it was, that the Mini- 
ſters of the Prince of Peace ſhould become the hard- mouth d Trum- 7 
feters of Sedition, and the Barbarous Encouragers of Bloodſhed and 
Murder : The Members of Parliament could not fight with their 

King, they could not deſtroy his Fiends, or appoint any Court to 

Try, to Condemn, or Execute them without the moſt Bare-fac'd 7 ( 

| 
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Perjury in the World: Nor could thoſe Men plead any thing againſt 7 
Suffering as [raytors themſelves, who had been Guilty of the h;gheſt 3 
Treaſens by the Laws of England © Wy Mp 
Buy thele Antichriſtian Practices, then thoſe who pretended to be 
the Repreſentatives of the Nation, were not only Perjur'd themlely es, 
but Involved all thoſe, whom they repreſented, in the ſame horrid 7 
_ © Guilt; tor if, as they Swore, no Fer2ign Lijhep or Putentate cculd ZE 
 Diſpenſe with Oaths of the Subjects to their Princes, then neither 
could any at Home. And therefore thole of the Clergy, and thote 
of the Members of both Houſes, who had involved themlelves in 
that Damning Sin, acted the Parts of Devils to the utmoſt, when 
they took fuch Pains as they did, to drew the Multitude into the 7 
fame Crime. Theſe things were formerly Execrable among al! 
Good C'riſizans ;, but among our modern Saints, it may be they are 
no Sins. But, EE | 8 8 bo | 5 _— 
3. Thoſe who carried on the great Rebellion brought on tdje 
Ruin of theſe Nations, by that notorious Sacrilege th:y were guilty 
of. It was no Wonder that thoſe Men ſhould dip their Hands in 
the Blood of G:d's Anointed, who dar'd to fly in the Face of G. 
himſecift. Thoſe Holy and beautiful Houſes, in which our Fathers 
had uled to praiſe their God, and to celebrate his Holy Ordinan- 
ces, were, during the Tyranny of thoſe Godleſs Miſcreants, turned 
literally into Dens ef Thieves ; they were made Stables for Horſes, 
Viſtualling-Hcuſes, common Brethels and Stews for lewd and un- 
ſanctied Rebels. That wicked Age drew that tigly Pattern, 
which ſome of our modern Rake-h2/s have followed. When God's 
Holy Aitars were defiled, Prayer-Boocks and Bibles put to the vileſt 
Offices, Pulpits turned into filthy Jakes, and impudently polluted 
with horrible Blaſphemies and Obſcenities; Thoſe Lands, which 
by the devout Bounty of our pious Anceſtors, had been given for 
the Support of God's Publick Worſrip, and his Minifters, which 
had been appropriated to that Sacred Uſe under the heavieſt Ana- 
the ma s, which had been given with grateful Hands and Hearts » 
| LE: "the 
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ce to 1 7 the Honour of that God, from whoſe gracious Hand they had at 


em, 


to by” 


ful, 


re- 
1Na- = 
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m- 
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to 8 
id 7 
beſt 
nmith all thoſe ugly Scandals, which helliſh and inveterate Impu- 
> dence and Malice could caſt upon them. Thoſe learned, revetend, 
> pious Biſhops and Presbyters, who were the Glory of our Engliſh 
== Church, and the ſtrongeſt Supporters of the Reformation, were torn 


=? Apoſtles had been o 


> firſt received them: Thoſe cy/tly Veſſels humbly dedicated to the 
Service of God's Holy Altars, and the Uſe of which rendred his 
- publick Worſhip decent in it ſe}, and venerable to all Obſervers-“ 


the Thirtieth of January, 1707-8. 9 


were not only zliznated for a Time, which yet had been Crinie 


e 

7 thoſe to whoſe Care they were committed; they were fold at vild 

Prices, and as if it had been in fpite of God himtelf, whoſe 
Goods they were, abus d to the Ruin of all Religion, and the De- 
firuſtion of God's own FViergerent, whom he had ict over theni, 
=_ wer Pri.: on onto k Ph 
Thoſe Officers appointed by the bleſſed Feſus himſelf, and by _ 

his inſpir d Apoſtles, for the Inſtruction and Government of the 
” Church among us, were whipt up in the Skins of Wolves and Bears, 
and ſo expos'd to be worried by Dogs; they were dreſs d up in 
Sambenites, painted out like ſo many Monſters or Devils, loaded 


from the Altars of their Lord, plundered of their worldly Sub- 
ſiſtance, hurried into Priſons, cut off entirely from Attendance 
on their Flocks, whilſt new and falſe Lights were ſet up in their 
Places, only to miſguide the ignorant World, and to hurry the 
7 dazled Multitudes into the pit of Hell, Our lawful Paſtors were 
> uſed by thole new 1 Saints, as our bleſſed Maſter and his 
ola 

and for the ſame Reaſon, viz. becauſe they dar'd to perſwade 
their People, then poyfon'd with rebellious Principles, fo Render 


0 Caſar the things that were Caſars, and to God the things that 


„„ „„ 
And could thoſe, who pretended to abhor Idols, be Guilty of 


wicked Men pretend, that tho they Rebb'4 Churches, they were 


not Guilty of Sacrilege ? We muſt confeſs that the preſent Age 


is bleſt with a Generation of Men, who have endeayoured to 
make nothing of Sthiſor aud of Sacrilege. Doubtleſs they are 
= Men, but a little paultry impudent 4; wee won't anſwer the 
== Charge before the great Tribunal. If God be originally the Lord 
= of all Things, he can transfer the lawful poſſeſſion of ſome part 
= of them upon me: If I am the. Lawtul Poſſeſſor of my part, 
nay not | make an Offering to God again, of what was once his 
= own? and when I have done ſo, will not God's T:t/e to what 1 
have ſo offer d, be as good as it was before he biſtowed it upon 
me ? Did God never ſignifie his acceptance of ſuch an Offering 


of ab, towards building the Ark and Tabernacle in the Wil- 
N e 3 | | der nels, 


but they were violently wreſted out of the Hands of 


d, by a Generation of Phariſaical Vipert; 


ſuch Abominable Sacrilege, or will the preſent Defenders of thoſe 


1 #rom his People of old? Did he not accept of the Contributions 
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derneſs, and towards furniſhing them with neceſſary. Veſſels, and 
the Priefts attending there with proper Veſtments ? Did he not ac- 


cept them again, when David provided for, and Solomon raiſed 


that glorious Temple, on which all the World fix'd their Eyes 
with Admiration and Aſtoniſhment ? Did he not call upon them 
after their Return from Babylon to rebuild that Temple ? And did 

e not puniſh them for their Negligence in the Matter? Did not 


God call all thele Things his own? was not the Tabernacle his 
own ? the Ark his own? the Temple. his Houſe, the Sanctuary, the 


Place where his Honour dwelt ? were not the whole Tribe ot 
Levi his own peculiar Poſſeſſion? Aaron and his Sons, his Prieſts? 
and ſeparated wholly and onely to his Service? and did he not 


aſſert his Right to theſe Things, even in the loweſt degeneracy of 
the Jewiſh Church and State? What was Achan Guilty of, but 
Sacrelege, or Concealing, or Appropriating to his own Uſe, what 
God had ſet apart for himſelf ? what was Belſhazzar's Crime, but 


Sacrilege, when He, his Concubines, and his Lords, profaned the 
Veſſels of the Sanctuary? and what a ſtrange Preſage was that 
 Sacrilegious Action of his immediate Ruin? what was the Sin of 


Anani and Saphira, but Sacrilege, or defrauding God of what 
they had pretendedly devoted to his Service? and how terrible 


Was their End? what was the Sin of Julian, Unkle to the Infa- 
mous Apeſtate of that Name, but Sacrilege, or Mocking at thoſe 
rich Veſſels, in which Chriſtians adminiſtred to the Carpenter's Son, 
as he in Contempt ſtiled the Holy Jeſus? and how ſignal was his 


Deſtruction? e r 5 
And to come nearer home, what did our Henry VIII. get by all 


thoſe Jewels, and Plate, and Lands he ſeized on, at the Diſſolu- 
tion of Religious Houſes for his own Uſe, but only extream Want 
and Infamy ? What did thoſe Houriſbing Families, who ſhar'd 
with him in that Plunder get, but a Canker in their Patrimonies, 
and Ruin and Poverty to their Poſterity? the Senſe of which 


moved our Gracious Lucen to rid her Hands the other Day of a 
conſiderable Share of that ſacrilegious Booty? What did thoſe 
ſhameleſs Church-Robbers in the great Rebellion do, but only put 


Fire to their own Neſts ? and what could be more juſt, than 


that That Schiſmatical Preacher, who had taken ſo 
Cornelius much Pains to prove, that it was no Sacrilege to pur- 
Burgeſs.  thaſe? Church or Bijhops Lands, ſhould lay out his own 


7 Eitate tor ſuch Purchaſes for the Incouragement of o- 
thers, and loſe all at lait, and dye a broken-hearted Beggar. 
This too was a National Sin, as committed by thoſe who took up- 


on themſelves, the Sp reum Authority in the Nation. 

4. Theſe Rebels ruin d the Land, by thoſe vaſt Seas of Blood 
ſhed in it by their means, and that Blood: guiltineſs thence ſo univer- 
ſally contracted; Thou ſhalt do no Murder is the Command; No Mur- 
derer has Eternal Life, is the Sentence; the Blood of one 2 
„„ | e „„ Perjoa 
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Perſon ſhed unreyenged, tho the Perſon be never ſo mean, ren- 
ders a Land Polluted in the Eyes of an All- Juſt Gd: Now I am a 
MMͤ̃urderer in the Scripture Senſe, not only if I actually kill a 
Man, but if I deſign to kill him; if I move others to kill him; 


if I expoſe him to the Malice of others, or am willingly or 

Z knowingly an occaſion of his Death; if I raiſe any War or Quar- 
2 rels in which he may loſe his Lite. Thus the Devil's a Murderer, 
gas the great Author of all Diſcord and Miſchief among Men, 
Thus we call the preſent French Monarch, a Man of Blood, on the 
Account of thoſe cruel Wars he has carried on ſo long, and thoſe 
huge Numbers, who have loſt their Lives in them. 3 


ane sf 
3 
24 45 


. * 


But never were Barbarians guilty of Murder, with more terri- 
ble Aggrayations, than the Contriyers and Managers of the Great 
Rebellion; all thoſe loyal Men, who loſt their Lives in the De- 
fence of their Sovereign, were murder d by them; all thoſe who 
= dyed in Arms againſt their Sovereign, were murder'd by them, 
both Bodies and Souls; ſuch as out- lived thoſe bloody Wars might 
indeed, and I hope many of them did repent of that Rebellion 
| they had been drawn into by the Factors of Hell; but thoſe 
| who died in the Field, had no leiſure for Repentance, but their Souls 
and Bodies periſhed both together. Who can doubt this of Corab, 
and his Company, who went all down alive into the Pit? who can 
doubt it of Abſalom and his Followers? who can doubt it of theſe 
: vaſt Numbers who dyed with their Swords in their Hands, in the 
* laſt Deſtruction of Jeruſalem? who can doubt it of the Followers 
ol Barcbochab in the time of the Emperor Adrian, or the mad 
Munſter Anabaptiſts under John of Leyden ? of the Weſtern Re⸗ 
dels under Edward the VI. the Popiſh Rebels againſt Queen Eliza- 
b:th? and what ſpecial Privilege could thoſe, who impiouſly re- 
' belled againſt Charles the Martyr of bleſſed Memory, pretend to 
more than any of theſe? Rebels of all Religions are the ſame 
Villains, and in the ſame ſtate of Damnation. The higher their 
Pretences for Religion and Reformation fly, the more heinous 
are the Circumſtances, and the more damnable is the Sin of the 
ͤJJJ Ee ET „ . 
This «nnatural Rebellion began in Scotland; It was haſtily and 
cruelly ſeconded in Ireland, encouraged in both Places from Eng- 
land, where the ſmother'd Flame broke out at laſt with the moi 
dreadful Violence. Some deſperate Wretchzs at this Day, fired 
with infernal Malice, would fix that helliſh Maſſacre in Ireland, 


- Neal nor Mac-Guire, though wicked enough, be tempted by all 
the Aſſurances of Lite and Pardon, and Rewards, to charge him 
with it; nor could thoſe frontleſs Patricides Cooke or Bracdſbam 
accule him in that Point, his Innocence was fo notorious and un- 
deniable. But they were the Traiterous pretended Saints of Great 
Britain, who firſt Murdered * unhappy Country-men in 250 
„5 5 2 | land, 


upon the ſpotleſ Memory of the Royal Martyr; yet neither could 
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land, and afterwards deſtrayed the Trifh themſelves as faſt, whom 
they themlelyes had craftily Train'd into that horrid Sin. The 
Dying Iriſh declared, that the Sucreſs of the Scots in that Rebellion, 
was their great Incouragement to try the ſame Methods; and while 
they oppoſed the King's Lieutenant with their utmoſt Power, they 


for the Iniquity of our Prieſts, that God permitte 


—ꝙ—— — 
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yned their Troops with thoſe of the Two Houſes, under Col. Monk, 
2 the Deſtruction of the poor Remainders of loyal and con- 
ſciencious Proteſtants; ſo that the Blood of near Four hundred 
thouſand Perſons of all Religions, in that miſerable Kingdom, reſted 


on the Heads af our Britiſb Rebels. 


And after all, when we reflect upon thoſe prodigious Floods of 
Generous and Noble Gore, which they ſhed in Cold Blood by Mar- 
tial Law, or by their Helliſh High Courts of Juſtice; in which 


Court, not Proleſtants, not Chriſtians, but incarnate Devils, Eager 
of human Blood, fat, judged and condemned their Brethren; and 
that for no other Sin, but that of Faithfulneſs to their King, and 


to their God, what muſt we conclude the State of theſe Wretched 


Nations then was? It was indeed for the Sins of our Prophets, and 
t 
to ſhed the Blood of the juſt, in the midſt of cur Cities; they raviſhed 


the Women in our Sion, and the Maids in our Cities; Princes were 


bang d up, and the Faces of the Elders was not honour d. More of 
our Nobility and Gentry died by thoſe Murderers Hands in the Field, 
and at the Block, and Gibbet, than had fallen in all the long Wars, 
between the Houſes of Tork and Lancaſter : But theſe cruel Men out- 


went all the ancient Inſtances of execrable Barbarity, in the parti- 
cular Murder of the Great Earl of Strafford, the Pious and Learned 


Arch-Bijhop Laud, the Brave and Valiant Montroſſe, and of their 
Innocent aud Compaſſionate Spvereign. This laſt Action dy'd all their 


other Wickedneſs in Grain. Such Streams of Innocent Blood was 


never ſned in any Chriſtian Nation before, nor was Repentance 


ever ſo dangerous a Crime, as it was in thoſe Days of Rebellion 
and Irreligion. What ſhould I take notice of their unparalled 
Hypoerily, 'their extreme Oppreſſion, that full End which they put to 
al 


Liberty and Proſperity, which for the Preſervation of the whole 


Nation ſeemed at farſt ſo ready to damn themſelyes? What ſhould 7 
1 mention their Plunderings, Deamaticns, Sequeſtrations of Eſtates, 


Sc. What L have ſpoken to already, was enough to Ruin us, and 
to bring the Vengeance of an All-Juſt God upon uss. 


II. We come to conſider the Juſtice of God in puniſhing Children 
for the Iniquities of their Fathers, and conſequently how reafonable 
and neceſſary it is for piu Children, to Fl and mourn, and hum- 
ble th:mſetves before God fer the Sins of their Fathers, which ſome 


| ” yen and unconſidering Perſons are very loath to admit of: 


d, as it ſeems, was of another Mind, the Seed of Evil-Doers ſhall 
never le renowned, ſays he; Prepare Slaughter fer lis Children a 


hoſe his Enemies 


E 
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be Tniquities of their Fathers; and God has declared himſelf a 
Fealous God, a God who viſits the Iniquities of the Fathers upon the 


\ Children, to the third and fourth Generation. Hence the Jewiſh 
Church does not complain of injuſtice in God, when ſhe cries out, 
par Fathers bave ſinne d, and are not, and we have born their Iniqui- 
ties, Lam. 5. 7. And our Saviour was certainly very ſober, when 
he told the Jews of his Time, that all the Blood of God's Saints, 

Pom the Blood of Abel to the Blood of Zacharias, the Son of Barachias, 
t. 23. 35. ſhould be required of that Generation; and yet that 
eneraticn had never known Abel or Zacharias; nay, they proteſts 
> abhor the Practices of their Fathers, but confuted their Pro- 

Mon by imitating them; and ſo tho there were tew living at 

the Deſtrution of 2 — Veſpaſian, who had been diręctl7 


concern'd in the Crucifixion of our Saviour, yet Vengeance prolecu- 

ted their Children with an unextinguithable Fury. 5 
= To this, ſome have oppos' d that of the Prophet, that the Proverb 

ould be no more uſed in Iſrael; The Fathers have eaten Sowre Grapes, 


W953 


or involved in the Sin of iy Father or my Grand- father; and yet 


ſion, than I could on account of that derived on me from Adam. 
b Men of Reaſon, and well acquainted with Scripture, will eafily 
7 underſtand and apply theſe things to the Caſe before us. | 
But if we examine this whole Chapter, we ſhall ſoon find the Im- 
=D Pertinence of that Objection drawn from it: If a Juſt Man, ſayss 
1 God, by the Prophet, beget 4 Sn, who 1 a Robber, a Shedder of 
Blood, who bath oppreſſed the Poor and needy, hath jpoiled, by Vie- 
lence, ſhall he live? He bath din? all theſe Abominations, he ſhall 
== ſurely dye, bis Blood ſball be upon him. But now if this Wicked Fa- 
1 ther beget a Sn, wh» hath net cppreſſed any, neither hath ſpoiled by 
Violence, & e. He ſhall not dye for th? Iniquity of bis Father, he ſpall 
ſurely live, Ezek. 18. 10, 11, 14, 16, 17. Apply this now tv the 
| Matter in Hand; If th ſe our Father who lived under the Go- 
33 . e e vernment 
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vernment of King Charles I. of bleſſed Memory, were ſaerile- TY 
pets were Murderers, either 
„ and died in, and for their own th 


_ gious, were Oppreſſors, were 
directly or indirectly, they die 


Sins; and if they died impenitent, they periſhed for ever, as all im: 


penitent Sinners do; if we their 


* 0 hildren conſider and abhor 
their Practices, and their Principles; if we neither juſtify nor 


extenuate their Sins, nor imitate their Examples, We ſhall not die * 


for the Sins of our Rebelliows Fathers 3 our Teeth ſhall not be ſet on 


ir : 2 7 1 
a 
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Edge by the ſower Grapes, which our Fathers have eaten: But if 
we their Children juſtity either the Actions of our Fathers, or the 
Principles on which they acted, if we neither confefs nor mourn 
for that Guilt which our Fathers were involv'd in, which if we 
neglect to do, it's plain, that we approve of them, then Ve are 
as guilty as ever they were; Md tho' our Power is not ſo great, 
yet our Wills are as rebellious and ungodly as theirs; and it's a 


vain Thing for us to pretend, that if we liad lived in their Days, IN 


0 
1 


9 
1 
EAST 


we would not have been guilty of their Sins, while we are afraid hi 


to renounce, or declare againſt thoſe Errors, whether ſpeculative 2 


or practical, which they tell into. 


No God's Dealings with Mankind, and the Dealings of pious 1 


and prudent Magiſtrates, with their rebellious Subjects, have al- 


ways heen regulated by theſe Meaſures. Thus Eſau's Proſana- 
tion of his Birth: rig bt, robb'd his unhappy Poſterity of the Prophetical 
Bleſſings: I hus the Children as well as the Fathers were loſt in 


the 8 Deluge, in the Deſtruction of Sodom, and the neigh- 
bouring 6 

Gain. ſaying of Corah : Thus God ſent Saul to revenge his Quarrel 
upon Amelet tor that Miſchief their Fathers had done to Iſrael, 
when they came out of Egypt, about Five hundred Years before, 
and Daniel, Ezra, and Nehemiah mourned, faſted, and humbled 
themlelves, and juſtified God's Righteouſnels in keeping them 


captive in Babylon, tor the Tranſgreſſions of their Fathers, of which 


they their Children had not yet ſufficiently repented. 


* 


And thus have Men acted by particular Direction from God, and 
in Imitation of his unerring Juſtice : So Iſrael in their Wars againſt 
the Canaanites, and Sau in his War againſt Amelek, were com: 7 
manded to deſtruy Infant and Suckling tor the Sins of their Prede- 


ities, in the Caſe of the Fzyptian firft-born, and the 
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ceſſors, as well as for their own; thus the Grand- children of Saul 


were delivered up to the Gibecnites by David, that they might be ci 
hanged up before the Lord, for the Cruelty and Perjury of their 


Grandfather; the Accuſers of Daniel, and their Wives and Chil- 
dr:n were calt into the Den of Lions, by the Command of Darius: 
Haman's Ten Sons were executed for their Father's Wickednels, 
and the Imprecation ot the Jews againſt themſelves, that the Blo?d 
of the Holy Jeſus might be upon them and their Peſlerity, has purſued 
that wretched People to their utter Extirpation; and this is that 


very Juſtice which eur Government aſlerts in their Proceedings | 


againſt 
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En e and in Bil of Attainder, by which whole Fami- 


Illlies are rendred uncapable of any Office or Honour, for the Crimes 
ex of the Heads of them, and their Children are ruined for ever for 


the Tranſgreſſion of their Fathers: From whence it is evident too, 
That our Tegiſlators, when. they attainted ſo many of the Repzcides 
in their AA for the Obſervation of this Day, took it for granted, that 
it was very lawful to puniſh the Heirs of thoſe inhuman Murdereroz 
tho' they had never dipt their Hands in Royal Blood, for the im- 
pious Treaſon and Rebellion of their Fathers. | 
It's true, it lies in the Breaſt of any lawful Sovereign, to miti- 
gate the Rigour of the Law, if he thinks fit; but as the ſuſpend- 
ing of the Penalties laid upon the Diſſenters from the Church of 
England by Law, is a Demonſtration, that the Government looks 
upon ſuch Diſſenters as criminal Scb;/maticks ; for other ways, 
there would be no Occaſion for fugh an Indaulgence; as no Man 
begs a Pardon, who 1s nut conſcious to himſelf of ſome ſuch Crime 
as needs it: So that Grace conferr'd upon the Hezrs of one who 
gad been attaznted, proves, that neither the Perſon attainted, nor 
his Family, had any Injuſtice in being ſo attainted, All which be- 
ing true, that Act of Oblivion and indemnity paſſed by Charles II. 
Hoon after his Reſtauration, tor the quieting the Minds of ſuch, as 
being conſcious of their Guilt, might juſtly fear Puniſhment, tho? 
t was full and kind beyond Example, yet it ſtands to all Ages as & 
Record of the Nation's Guilt, as well as a Teſtimony of the for- 
giving Temper of their injured Sovereign, Tho' then I am for- 
given by that Power which I had offended, ought I not to repent 
of, and to mourn for my Offence, tho' I was not actually con- 
ceernẽ' d in my Father's Sin, and therefore am reſtored to that He- 
nour and Fortune, which my Father had unhappily forfeited for 
himſelf and me: Am I therefore perfectiy innocent? Ought I net 
to humble my ſelf before that God, whoſe juſtice permitted my 
= wretched Parent to fall into to fatal a Sin? Ought | not to im- 
plore his Grace, that I may never be ſo left to my ſelf, as my Fa- 
ther was ? And would J impute it to Juſtice, or to Mercy, that I 
am reſtored? Or it it were poſſible, that neither I, nor my Father, 
ghaad been guilty, either directly or indirectly, of the Sin I am now 
7 ſpeaking of, ought I not to have ſo much of Humanity, fo 


| *Y much of Chriſtian Sympathy and Tenderneſs, as to bewail and 


faſt for the Wickednels of my Brethren and Countrymen ? Ought 
I not to mourn for thoſe ſedit ious, ungodly, and atheiſtical Prin- 
2X czples, which they ſtill maintain, in Obedience to which, they ae 


ir ready to act the ſame Tragedies over again, and have Impudence 


enough to own and publiſh it: If I were a Foreigner, or Natur- 
lid, or but protected here, and ſhould find the Nation guilty ot 
ſuch Crimes, as muſt bring down Vengeance upon their Heads, 


fare of that Nation, where I am ſo Kindly entertained, to join 


ny 


7 ſhould I not be bound as a Chriſtian, to ſeek the Peace and Welz 
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vernment of King Charles I. of bleſſed Memory, were facrile« :- 


gious, were Oppreſſors, were 


yarn. were Murderers, either 
directly or indirectly, they died, 


and died in, and for their own 


Sins; and if they died impenitent, they periſhed for ever, as all im- 
hildren conſider and abhor 


penitent Sinners do; if we their 
their Practices, and their Principles; if we neither juſtify nor 


extenuite their Sins, nor imitate their Examples, We ſhall not die pi 


for the Sins of our Rebellious Fathers; our Teeth ſhall not be ſet on 


1 


Edge by the ſower Grapes, which our Fathers have eaten: But if 


we their Children juſtify either the Actions of our Fathers, or tage 
Principles on which they acted, if we neither confeſs nor mourn 


3 


> 
N 


for that Guilt which our Fathers were involv'd in, which if we 


| neglect to do, it's plain, that we, approve of them, then We are 
nd tho our Power is not ſo great, 7 
yet our Wills are as rebellious and ungodly as theirs 3 and it's a 


as guilty as ever they were; 


vain Thing for us to pretend, that if we had lived in their Days, 
we would not have been guilty of their Sins, while we are afraid 
to renounce, or declare againſt thoſe Errors, whether ſpeculative 
or practical, which they fell into. 3 8 


Now God's Dealings with Mankind, and the Dealings of pious I 


and prudent Mayiſtrates, with their rebellious Subjects, have al- 


tion of his Birth-right, robb'd his unhappy Peſterity of the Prophetical 


Bleſſings: 'Thus the Children as well as the Fathers were loſt in 
the uni verſal Deluge, in the Deſtruction of Sm, and the neigh- : 


bouring Cities, in the Caſe of the Egyptian firft-born, and the 
Gain. ſaying of Corab: Thus God ſent Saul to revenge his Quarrel 
upon Amele for that Miſchief their Fathers had done to 1ſrael, 


when they came out of Egypt, about Five hundred Years before, 
and Daniel, Exra, and Nehemiah mourned, faſted, and humbled 
_ themſelves, and juſtified God's Righteouſneſs in keeping them 


captive in Babylon, for the Tranſgreſſions of their Fathers, of which 
they their Children had not yet ſufficiently repented. 
And thus have Men acted by particular Direction from God, and 


in Imitation of his unerring Juftice : So Iſrael in their Wars againſt 
the Canaanites, and Saul in his War againſt Amelek, were com: 
manded to deſtroy Infant and Suckling tor the Sins of their Prede- | 


ceſſors, as well as for their own ; thus the Grand-children of Saul 
were delivered up to the Gibecnites 2 David, that they might be 
| hanged up before the Lord, for the Cruelty and Perjury ot their 
Grandfather; the Accuſers of Daniel, and their Wives and Chil- 
dren were caſt into the Den of Lions, by the Command of Darius: 
Haman's Ten Sons were executed for their Father's Wickednels, 
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Zagainſt Traytors, and in Bills of Attainder, by which whole Fami- 
IP Mies are rendred uncapable of any Office or Honour, for the Crimes 
ol the Heads of them, and their Children are ruined for ever for 


r the Tranſgreſſion of their Fathers: From whence it is evident too, 


That our Leg iſlators, when. they attainted fo many of the Regicides 
nin their Act far the Dervatio of this Day, took it for granted, that 
or it was very lawful to puniſh the Hezrs of thoſe inhuman Murder2ryy 
or tho' they had never dipt their Hands in Royal Blood, for the im- 
1e pious Treaſon and Rebellion of their Fathers. | 
On 9 


It's true, it lies in the Breaſt of any lawful Sovereign, to miti- 
gate the Rigour of the Law, if he thinks fit; but as the ſuſpend- 


he 1 5 ng of the Penalties laid upon the Diſſenters from the Church of 
rn England by Law, is a Demonſtration, that the Government looks 


upon ſuch Diſſenters as criminal Schiſmaticts; for other ways, 
re there would be no Occaſion for fugh an Indulgence; as no Man 
at, begs a Pardon, who is not conſcious to himſelf of ſome ſuch Crime 
2 as needs it: So that Grace conferr'd upon the Hezrs of one who 
YS> had been attaznted, proves, that neither the Perſon atta:ated, nor 
ud his Family, had any Injuſtice in being fo attainted, All which be- 
ve ing true, that Act of Oblivion and Indemnity paſſed by Charles II. 
ZWoon after his Reſtauration, for the quieting the Minds of ſuch, as 
us being conſcious of their Guilt, might juſtly fear Puniſhment, tho? 
al- it was full and kind beyond Example, yet it ſtands to all Ages as 2 
Record of the Nation's Guilt, as well as a Teſtimony of the for- 
giving Temper of their injured Sovereign, Tho' then I am for- 
given by at Power which I had offended, ought I not to repent 
of, and to mourn for my Offence, tho' I was not actually con- 
cern'd in my Father's Sin, and therefore am reſtored to that He- 
nour and Fortune, which my Father had unhappily forteited for 
himlelf and me: Am I therefore perfect innocent? Ought I net 
to humble my ſelf before that God, whoſe Juſtice permitted my 
= wretched Parent to fall into to fatal a Sin? Ought | not to im- 
plore his Grace, that I may never be ſo left to my ſelf, as my Fa- 
ther was? And would J impute it to Juſtice, or to Mercy, that 1 
am reſtored? Orit it were poſſible, that neither I, nor my Father, 
and had been guilty, either directly or indirectly, of the Sin I am now 
inſt "27 ſpeaking of, ought I not to have ſo much of Humanity, ſo 
om- much of Chriſtian Sympathy and Tenderneſs, as to bewail and 
3 falt for the Wickedneſs of my Brethren and Countrymen ? Ought 
I not to mourn for thoſe ſedit ious, ungodly, and atheiſtical Yin. 
ciples, which they ſtill maintain, in Obedience to which, they are 
ready to act the ſame Tragedies over again, and have Impudence 
Hil- 1 enough to own and publiſh it: If I were a Foreigner, or Natyrc- 
d, or but protected here, and ſhould find the Nation guilty or 
nels, ſuch Crimes, as muſt bring down Vengeance upon their Heads, 


£ 
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ſued fare of that Nation, where I am lo Kindly entertained, to join 


"4 234 
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ſhould I not be bound as a Chriſtian, to ſeek the Peace and Wel- 


16 A Sermon Preached on 

with ſuch Heye, as are ſenſible of their Sin, and of their Danger, in 
Faſting, llicurning, and Prayer, that God would avert his fadg- 
_ under the Weight of which, I my ſelf may be criſhed to 
Pieces? | Bs h IO I CHI CO Sb ok 
Our Lamw-makers, when they appointed this Day to be kept for 
ever, as a Day of Faſting and Humitidtimn, believ'd certainly, that 
_ all the Subject cf Great Britain and Ireland were obliged to obferve 
it; and it by the horrid Murder of our moſt gracious Soyereign, 
the Preteſtant Religion his received the greateſt Wound and Reproachz 
aud the Perple of England the moſt inſupportable Shame and Infamy; 
that it was poſſivie jor the Enemies of God and the King to bring 
won them: it the tathers of our Church had Reafon, when they 


taught us in our publick Prayers to ſay 3 © We thy finful Crea- 
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© tures here aſtembled before thee, do, in the Behalf of all the x 
© People of this Land, humbly confeſs, that they were the crying 
© Sins of this Nation, which brought down this heavy Judgment 8 

© upon us; but, O gracious God, when thou makeſt Inquifition 8 
© for Blood, lay not the Guilt of this innocent Blood, lay it not 
to the Charge of the People of this Land, nor let it ever be 


© required of us, or our Poſterity ” : If they had Reafun to teach 
us to beg of God, that he would grant that this our Land may 
be freed from the Vengeance of our Martyr'4 Sovereign's 


_ righteous Blood, and his Mercies glorified in the Forgiveneſs ,; 
of our Sins; If they had Reafon to teach us to humble our ſelves 
before God, imploring his Mercies for the Pardon of all our Sins; . 
and that he would deliver this Nation from Blood-Guiltineſs, that . 
of this Day i oper" ; If they had Reaſon, when they compil'd 
or t 


the Morning Hyzm 


his Day If the Three Eftates now in Par- 


tament aſſembled, have Reaſon, when tho none of them had a 
Hand in ſhedding the Martyrs Blood, they yet obſerve this Day 
In a folemn Manner: If our excellent Queen, whom all of you i. 
here preteiid ſo much to love and admire, if the, ho was atleaſt 
As innocent of the black Sin of this Day, as the belt of us; if ſhe i; 
has Reaſon, when ſhe faſts and prays, and commands all her loving BF. 
Subjects to do ſo too: If theſe Things be fo, then either our pious 3. 
Queen, our Biſhops, our Repreſentatives in Parliament, act Non- i 
ſenſe, command Nenſenſe, teach us to pray Nonſenſe, teach us to 
mock God, to provoke his Judgments, to affront his Goodneis, , 
if they did not believe the Murder of King Charles I. of pious 
Memory, committed on this Day, to be a National Sn, it they 


did not believe the whole Nation involv'd in the Guilt ariſing WW. 


from it, and did not know the whole Nation obliged to mourn, | 


faſt, and pray, to avert the {till depending Conlequences of it; 


and-it after all thoſe Conſiderations, any of us retuſe to do the 


PDuties commanded on this Day, what Manner of Chriſtzans, and | 


what Manner of Subjects we are, and how renowned we and our 


Poltetity may be, II leave all the fober World to judge. G 
TR os ; | 8 | | . Ot 


_ the Thirtieth of January, 1707-8. t9 
3. Our Text teaches us, to what End and Purpaſe it was, that 
God would have the Children of Babylon puniſhed for the Iniquities 
f their Fathers, that they inigot nt riſe again, nor pojj:ſs the Land; 
iz. So the End for which thoſe who juſtity the Prattices and the 
Principles of their Fathers, by which our Land was deſtroyed, and 
both our People and Sovereign Murdered, ought at leaſt to be kept 
under by our preſent Government is, that they may not riſe again 
Fe 35 cur Land: The Burnt Chiid generally dreads the tires 
FW hat has been, may be: We have been ruin'd by Men of thoſe 
Principles once; would their Children iſhew any Abhorrence of 
them, would they Diſown, Declare againſt, d:ourn and Faſt for 
the Sins of their Predeceſſors, what underſtanding Carijiian would 
Mot take them into his Boſom ? But while they every Day Aſert 
and Publiſh the ſame Pernicious Principles, while even ſome oi our 
ws Church Palliate and extenuat Crime, and lay Princes at 
the Feet of their Subjects, and he Guides of our ſeparating 
Parties refuſe to Mourn for the S Juſtity the Principles of 
Their Fathers, as we find they do ate Abridg ment of NMirs 
Baxter's Life; while theſe things a to all that are not 
wilfully Blind, and Ignorant, ſurely Whglhawe Reaſon to ſtand 
pon our Guard, and tho* we infli& no I Penalties upon 
hem, tho' we deny them no Benefit of a legal Indulgence, yet cer- 
=Rainly we muſt be entirely forſaken, and infatuated, if we can ſuf- 
er them any more to Ride over our Heads, A Pious and an Ex- 
=Xcllent Prince, Charles the Firſt of Sacred Memory, Religious and 
Learned Prelates, ſuch as the Two Archbiſhops of Canterbury and 
St. Audrews; Valiant and Loyal Nobles, ſuch as the Earls of Siraf= 
ord, Montroſe, Derby, &c. beſides infinite Numbers of Faithful 
ommoners, were baſely, barbarouſly, impudently, Murder d by = 
bem. If they ſhould Riſe and prſſeſs the Land again, what Quar- 
er thECommonalty, the Nobility, the Clergy, the Sovereign might 
xpect from them, we may eaſily gueſs; but if we can be fo ſtu- 
id as to permit it, who can Pity us? Where God ſets us a Pat- 
ern of innocent Policy, we may ſafely follow it; if we pretend to 
e wiſer thay God, we may and muſt {mart for it. 
l doubt not, but ſo me Perſens are preſent here, whoſe Buſineſs 
only out of the Abundance of their Piety and good Manners, 
' io deride and pick Quarrels both with the Day, and with the 
Freacher; but | hope by what they have heard, they'll never ex- 
s to ſee the Preacher in the Head of Atheiſts, Rebels, or Mur- 
Prers. Men of Autimonarchy and Antichriſtian Principles may 
ear, and rail; they may affront their Sovereign by breaking her 
ws, by rejoycing when ſhe mourns, by feaſting when the taſts, 
endeavouring to pull down Vengeance upon the Nation with 
th Hands, while ſhe is on her Knees, begging of God, that he 
Pould not pour out all his indignation upon us; and while all the 
deus and ſincere Members of the Cons of England are joining 1 
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ber Majeſty in that ſacred Exerciſe : But ſhall we, who are in- 


truſted lawfully with the Care of Souls be terrified by Noiſe and 
Nonſenſe? Shall not we lift up our Voices as Trumpets to ſhew the 
| Inhabitants of Great Britain their Sins, and our Iſrael their Iniqui- 
ties? What tho' poyſunous Vermin croak againſt us? Tho' 
" Atheiſts and Republicans grin or bark at us; the barbarous Murder « 
of Charles I. of pious Memory, will be a Sin, a black, a crying, a 
National Sin for all that. The Contrivers, the Encouragers, the 
Managers, the Actors in that diſmal Tragedy, unleſs true Repen- 
tance, and a happy Application of the expiatory Blood of Chriſt prevent, 
will-at laſt have their Portions with Rebels and Murderers in eter- 
nal Torments. Let none boaſt of that monſtrous Reſolution, which 
moſt of the Regicides ſhewed, when they ſuffered for their Wick- 
neſs according to Law; that Deviliſh Hardneſs and Stupidity with 
which they died, was the moſt dreadful Judgment upon them of 
all others. Ten Thouſand Hells rage in his Bolom, who is given 
over to a reprobate Senſe, and who is paſt feeling: He who con- 
feſſes and forſakes his Sin, ſhall find Mercy; but he who hides it, 
who denies it, or who glories in it, ſhall never proſper. Let 
none pretend that they were the Papiſts, who brought the Royal 
_ Maztyr to the Block ʒ it's certain there was no profeſs d Papift amongſt 
his pretended Judges. And ſome Perſons would be very angry, 
it we ſhould ſay, that Owen or the two Goodwins, or others, who 
Jjuſtified and applauded that horrid Action, were Popiſh Prieſts, 
But ſuppoſe the Papiſts as deep in that Murder, as poſſible, and no 
Man doubts but they were ſufficiently pleas'd with it; were not 
they wiſe Men, underſtanding Chriſtians, admirable Saints, who 
could be made uſe of as Tools, by the Agents of Antichriſt, to de- 
ſtroy a Proteſtant Nation, a Proteſtant Church, a Proteſtant Prince; 
could rejoice in it as a glorious Atchieyement, and none of all the 
Parties contributing to it, ſhew the leaſt Sign of Repentance for it 
tao this Day: Doubtleſs ſuch Enemies to Popery will do us much 
Hanour; doubtleis they will do us mighty Service againſt their 
Maſters. They were indeed Men of Popiſh Principles who re- 
- belPd againſt, perſecuted, and murder'd the Martyr of this Day. 
If there are at this Time any Papiſts in Maſquerade among us, 
they are the Men who advance thoſe Antiſcriptura! Doarines, that 
the Original of all Power is from the People; that\lawful Princes are 
- accountable to, puniſhable and depoſable by their own Subjets ; that if 
the Prince fails in his Duty, the Subjets are immediately diſcharged 
| from theirs ; that Subjects are all competent Judges of the Actions of | 
their Princes; that the Murderers of any ſuch Perſons, as were Ene- 
mies to the Good Old Cauſe, to the French Holy League, or to the 
'S Britiſh Solemn League and Covenant, are Men of mighty Merit and 
e extraordinary Virtue ; that Chriſtian Princes are not ſupreme Gover- 
nours pyer all Perſons, Spiritual and Tempora], in their own Domin:- 
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the Thirtieth of January, 1707-8; 19 
ons, &c, Theſe and many more ſuch, are Popiſh Principles, extra - 
d ed out of Bellarmine, Suares, Mariana, Sandtarellus, and other 


he ll Jeſuits © re Erna oy 

11 And from them transferr'd into the Writings of our Knox's, Bu- 

ho* chanan d, Milton's, Baxter's, Sidney's, Locks, and the ike Agents 
der of Darkneſs ; They are Principles fit for Nothing, but to Rain 

, a Kingdoms and Common-wealths, to overturn Churches, to extirpate 
the Chriſtianity, and if God would permit the Infection to ſpread ſa. 


JF far, to e the Univerſe. TY | 5 
Let thoſe who love and cultivate ſuch Principles, deſpiſe and _ 


nt, 

er- laugh at us; their Contempt is our Honour, their Oppoſitzon to us is 
ich 8 7:ndication : Let them enjoy themſelves in their own Athezſtical 
ck- FX Notions; but may the great God of Heaven and Earth hear and 
ith anſwer us! O may our Souls neyer come into the Secrets of ſuch 
1 of Men, nor our Honours be united to their Aſſemblies: 0 
ven © thou God, to whom Vengeance belongeth, be favourable and 
on- © gracious unto our Sion; be merciful, O God, be merciful to 
it, thy People, whom thou haſt redeem'd, and lay not innocent 
Let © Blood to our Charge: O ſhut not up our Souls with the 
yal © blood-thirſty, nor our Lives with Sinners: Deliver us from 
ngſt 8 © Blood-guiltineſs, O God, thou, who art the God of our Salya- 
TY, © tion, and our Tongues ſhall ſing of thy Righteouſneſs ; thou 
ho © wilt deſtroy them who ſpeak Lies, the Lord abhorreth both the 
eſts. FF © blood-thirſty and deceitful Man. Bleſs, Lord, our gracious 
| no WR Lucen, hide her under the Shadow of thy Wings, from the Ga- 
not thering together of the froward, and from the Inſurrection of the 
who Morkers of Inzquity ; let not ſuch as thoſe who murder d her pious 
de - Grandfather, ever touch her ſacred Life; Let thy Truth, thy Church, 
ce; thy Work, proſper in her Hand: So we, who are the Works of 
the thy Hands, and the Sheep of thy Paſture, will always be ſhews- 
Yr ing dorth thy Praiſe, from Generation to Generation. Amen. 
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